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Unnamed Diplomats Expect Claes To Resin 
BR1610161495 Brussels LE SOIR in French 
16 0c 95 p& 


[Article by Pierre Lefevre: “Willy Claes: Last Chance 
Before Resignation”) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Although a prudent silence 
continued to reign over the weekend in circles close 
to NATO and in most of the capitals of its member 
nations, the Claes’ resignation now seems inevitable. 
Meanwhile, the NATO secretary general is trying to 
play his last card, with the repeated backing of the 
United States, but with a very slim chance of escaping 
the }ifting of immunity and resignation. Surprised, and 
for a moment very downcast by the decision of the 
special parliamentary commission, in the few comments 
he made to the press, Claes himself did not exclude 
the possibility of resignation, but he clearly first wanted 
to check whether there was any remaining chance of 
overturning the commission's decision in a plenary 
session of the Belgian Parliament. 1): devoted the 
weekend to considering this possibility. 

The former minister feels convinced that he is the victim 
of a settling of political scores linked in particular to the 
overturning of the majority, fatal to the CVP [Christian 
People’s Party}, in the Province of Limbourg. If he asks 
this Monday [16 October] to appear before the Chamber 
when it meets to decide his fate, it is no doubt because 
he still hopes, against all the odds, to obtain a vote 
in his favor. If he gives up the idea of appearing, we 
can then expect his resignation, possibly before awaiting 
Parliament's vote. 


In this case, a successor could be appointed as early 
as next weekend. The foreign ministers of the 16 
NATO countries, with whom ihe decision lies, could 
meet in New York where they are attending a mega 
summit to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the United 
Nations. We are told that NATO leaders will try 
to give the appearance of continuity and calm at a 
time when NATO is engaged in its first major land 
operation, namely the peacekeeping operation in the 
former Yugoslavia, together with the process of its 
enlargement, its transformation, and the redefining of 
its relations with Russia. [passage omitted] 


“He Should Give the Signal" 


Although most people want to give Willy Claes, who 
remains unanimously appreciated, the chance to play 
this last card, skepticism is growing regarding his 
chances of remaining NATO secretary general. The 
United States is now alone in giving him explicit 
suppot. “Even the praise for him could simply be 
a means of facilitating his resignation,” observes one 
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expert on NATO matters. As in last spring, voices 
have been raised calling for his resignation. After the 
German FDP [Free Democratic Party], last week it was 
the chairman of the VVD [People’s Party for Freedom 
and Democracy], a liberal right party in the Netherlands 
governing coalition, who declared on Sunday that Claes’ 
position had become “untenable. We cannot afford a 
"Willygate’ like this at a time when NATO is engaged in 
a difficult process of transformation. This is not possible 
with a man with clipped wings,” said Frits Bolkestein. 


“The special parliamentary commission did not believe 
him and NATO's credibility is now at stake,” explained 
one diplomat. “It is no longer a question of knowing if 
he will resign, but when, will it be during the next few 
days or after the vote in the Chamber,” another official 
commented. Although it is applying no pressure, NATO 
would however prefer Willy Claes to resign of his own 
accord, without having to dislodge him by force, which 
would have a bad effect. "People are waiting for him to 
give the signal,” believes one diplomat. 


NATO, Russic To Confer on Role in Bosnia 


AU1610175995 Paris AFP in English 
1421 GMT 16 Oct 95 


{By Angus MacKinnon] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, Oct 16 (AFP) — 
NATO ambassadors will meet Thursday [19 October] 
with their Russian counterpart in Brussels in a fresh 
attempt to break the deadlock over possible Red Army 
participation in a NATO-led peace implementation force 
in Bosnia, a1 alliance spokesman said on Monday [16 
October j. 


The spokesman said Russia's envoy, ‘ily CSurkin, 
had responded favourably to the invitation to a cpecial 
16 + 1 meeting vhich will inevitably be overshadowed 
by the pro’ ems of Willy Claes, NATO's secretary 
general, which could further hamper NATO's Bosnia 
planning. 


Claes is due to appear before the Belgian parliament 
Thursday to argue that his parliamentary immunity 
should not be lifted to allow him to be indicted to face 
corruption charges. 

As Claes battles for his future, the meeting with Churkin 
will be chaired by his deputy Sergio Balanzino. 

The scale and nature of Russian participation in the 
50,000 strong force NATO plans to send to Bosnia to 
police a peace deal will be a major issue for a meeting of 
the international “contact group” in Bosnia on Tuesday. 
NATO diplomats however reported Monday little 
progress towards narrowing the substantial gap be- 
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tween the views of Moscow and western capitals on 
how the Russians should fit in. 

Russia is refusing to put its troops under NATO 
command, which the US regards as a fundamental 
condition of allowing any non-NATO participation. 


Moscow has offered up to 20,000 troops for the 
operation, which is a far bigger contribution than 
NATO is prepared to countenance. US officials have 
suggested around 2,000 Russian troops would be a more 
appropriate level. 

Talks between Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev 
and US Defence Secretary William Perry in Geneva 
on October 8 narrowed differences but left these major 
problems unresolved. 

NATO and Russian planners have however begun work 
on the military aspects of cooperatior pending an accord 
on the political framework. 
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Colonel-General Leonid Shevsov and five staff arrived 
at NATO's European military headquarters in Mons, 
Belgium on Sunday. 

The kind of issues that have to be resolved in the 
military discussions range from establishing common 
approaches to airspace management to the colour of the 
flags used on maps to depict friendly and enemy forces. 
There is a limit however to how far these talks can go 
without a political deal between NATO and Russia. 


The Russians currently based at Mons are expected 
to return to Moscow after Thursday's talks for further 
consultations. 
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Santer on Prospects of Closer EU Links 


MS1610104195 London ITV Television Network 
in English 1210 GMT 15 Oct 95 


[Report on interview with Jacques Santer, President 
European Commission, by presenter Jonathan Dimbleby 
and members of a studio audience; from the “Jonathan 
Dimbleby” program; live] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpts] [Dimbleby] Mr Santer, 
thank you for coming on this program first. There are 
greal strains al the moment, that seem to be driving 
Europe in different directions. Do you still nurture the 
ambition of ever closer political and economic union in 
the years leading up to the millennium? 


[Santer] I think so. Europe is first of all a project 
of peace, of peace and social justice, and prosperity. 
We have to remember that the European union, the 
European community was created after World War two 
in 52, to créate and to ach: ve durable peace in Europe 
and we achieved it. That was a great result and was 
a benefit for all our member states. I'm coming from 
one country — from Luxembourg — located between 
France and Germany. My country has the longest period 
of peace it ever had in its history. Secondly I must 
say for the future, I think we have to believe in a 
strong Europe, a strong economy of Europe, to create 
new jobs and also about... for our strong sconomy and 
competitivity, for our enterprises, for our cornpanies and 
so on. And of course that Europe could be, remain a 
stable anchor, political anchor in our continent. 


[Dimbleby] And yet there's just been a Conservative 
conference at which British government ministers have 
poured buckets of cold water all over the idea of ever 
closer union. 


[Santer] I must say I am very close to, you know, to 
Conservatives, I have many friends in the Conservative 
party, | was chairman of the European Peoples Party as 
the Conservatives joined the European Peoples Party, 
£0 | have many friends also in the L'uropean parliament 
from the Conservatives. You know very well the situa- 
tion, I think they have to believe that Britain has to give 
something, to give an input to the European Union, that 
also Britain is benefiting from the European Union from 
their economy. Let's say, let's only see the figures, 5? 
percent of the export from Britain is going to the Eu- 
ropean Union, 30 percent of foreign investment here in 
Britain is coming from the member states of the Euro- 
pean Union. About 600,000 jobs were created through 
the European Union here in Britain, that are the figures. 
So we have to share a common vision, we have to share 
also a closer union, closer union close to the citizens. 
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[Dimbleby] You say that we have to share that common 
vision Dut let's look at what that means in practice. Take 
the issue of the single currency, it is bizarre is it not, 
at this moment, to suppose that there will be a single 
currency by the turn of this century? 


[Santer] There will be a single currency, at the latest at 
the first of January 1999. 


[Dimbleby] There will be a single currency? 
[Saater} A single currency, it was confirmed at the last 
meeting of the informal... of the ministers of economy, 


and of the presidents and governors of the central banks, 
and with the Chancellor Clarke. 


[Dimbieby}] But they may say those things, but isn’t 
it entirely unrealistic given the state of the economies 
and the absence of political will in some of them to get 
there? 


[Santer] I am quite confident that we would have single 
currency, why, because never in the history in Europe 
there were so convergence economies as it is now. I 
became minister of finance in 79, | was minister of 
finance of my country for 15 years before I became 
prime minister. So I knew the situation in Europe, and at 
this time in 79 we have divergent economies, divergent 
monetary policies, now we can see that our inflation rate 
is convergent. That our public deficit is going down in 
all the countries and every member state makes some 
efforts to it coming down, of course we have to reach 
some other measures but nevertheless at <his moment 
all the figures are showing that we can reach this target. 


[Dimbleby] Now as you know the British government 
believes that it’s very unlikely that that target will be 
reached. Or that if it is reached it will be one or two of 
the big country’s — France, perhaps if France doesn’t 
renege on that given the millions of people on the 
streets objecting to the process by which you reach 
convergency, Germany perhaps and a couple of tiddler 
States to be frank. Is that economic and monetary union 
in the way that you conceive it? 


[Santer] No that is not the economic and monetary union 
as I conceive it. There would be many country’s who 
would join, I think it would be the majority of the 15 
who joined the monetary union. 


[Dimbleby] In 19... 

{Santer} ...in 99. 

[Dimbleby] A majority of the 15? 

{Santer} Of the 15. And Britain is in a very good 


position, in a privileged position because Pritain, the 
UK has an opting-out clause. So they can only decidz 
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in 99 or elsewhere if they have an interest to join the 
monetary union if they want. And I think if the City of 
London has some interest to join the single currency, 
the British government would join it. 

[Dimbleby] It would make a onsense, would it not, of 


cial convergence, the British decide actually to stay out 
despite that? 

[Santer] That could be, that is on behalf of the British 
government to decide. 

[Dimbleby] | know that, there's nothing you can do 
about that. 


[Santer] No, and [words indistinct) and they are in 
privileged situation and they have to share... 
[Dimbieby] But if they do decide to stay out, despite 
your eloquence about the advantages of staying in, it 
makes a nonsense of the economic and monetary union 
that you seek. 


[Santer] I don’t think so because there would be 
{word indistinct] also in the provisions in the treaty of 
Maastricht that we would have several countries who 
would not join the monetary union. Denmark has also 
opting-out clause, even as Denmark, even at this time is 
fulfilling many criteria of the convergence to fulfill it. 
But then you have to have the links between the member 
states who are in the monetary union and the member 
states are out the monetary union. And even the treaty of 
Maastricht provides institutional links, we have now to 
see how we can manage the exchange rate mechanism 
between these countries who are in the who are out. 
And the European Monetary Institute in Frankfurt under 
the presidency of Mr Lamfalussy, is trying to find the 
solution for that. 


[Dimbleby] If however, the prime minister, and the 
British cabinet of a Conservative government decide to 
stay out, Britain would stay out. 

[Santer] Yes. 


[Dimbleby] The prime minister has also said that the 
Conservative government would never — he said it this 
week — would never sign up to the Social Chapter. Do 
you have more hopes of a Labor government? 

[Santer] I don't know. We are not in favor of one 
government or another government. As I said before 
I have many friends in the Conservative party, so I try 
{word indistinct] to overcome these difficulties in there 
own party. But I think I must say, and we said that 
also the European Monetary System, you have also the 
situation at the time as the Conservative government 
under Margaret Thatcher, did not want that the Pound 
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would become member of the European Monetary 
System. And as the City of London was in favor of it 
then also Margaret Thatcher. [passage as heard) Came 
inside with the Pound. 

[Dimbleby] That may be true, and given the experience 
of that there is a view certainly broadly held if not uni- 
versally held, that we would be inside EMU [European 
Economic and Monetary Union) again under those terms 
with all the enthusiasm of confronting a firing squad. 


[Santer] That was up the government to decide at this 
moment, but on the other hand I must say, I make many 
speeches now in the Guild Hall in May, also in the 
CBI (Confederation of British Industry) I have many 
discussions with managers of the City of London, and | 
must say there's a strong strain for the Monetary union. 
I must say also here in London. 


[Dimbleby] OK. Now I just touched on the attitude to 
the Labor party then, your spokesman here Jeff Marun 
said this week that he accepted that the argument had 
largely been lost about Europe and the Conservative 
party and he said I look forward to the other political 
parties in this country standing up and saying what the 
real facts about Europe are. Is he speaking for you when 
he says that? 


[Santer] No and certainly he has to be understood in 
the atmosphere, let us say in the environment of the 
discussion of the Tory congress at Blackpool... 


[Dimbleby] You mean he got over-excited? 


[Santer] Perhaps excited, | was also. We have no 
preference for one party or for another party. I must say 
we want to stick to our goals, to our targets as defined 
by all the member states in the European Union, by the 
15 member states and also the British. 


[Dimbleby] Now let's pursue those goals and those 
targets and maybe we'll come in that context a little 
bit, to your excitement as well, as you put it. Your goal 
as you said is ever closer union, now in the case of 
political union and especially if you like, foreign and 
security policy which is at the heart of political union, 
you believe that you can only advance to that goal if 
member states are persuaded to surrender their veto in 
some areas in favor of, what is called, qualified majority 
voting. You know that Britain has set it's face against 
any such change. Isnt that project therefore doomed? 


[Santer] No I must say in the treaty of Maastricht in 
1992, we settled up common foreign and security policy. 
We have now realized, achieved a single market for 370 
million people and consumers, the largest market in the 
world. But on the other hand we have not taken the 
political consequences of this market. So we bave not 
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the political role to play in the world, and therefore | 
think we have to play a major role, if we want that this 
market for 370 million people could also have some 
political implications. Therefore it's very important to 
have also a common foreign and security policy | must 
say also. But in this view I think we have to make some 
steps forward, I must say we are the largest donors in 


[Dimbleby] But if you, you may be giving a little bit 
of a crumb there, you have heard British minister after 


British minister saying there are no circumstances in 
which they will accept an extension of majority voting, 
ycw accep that to be an unmovable British position? 


{Santer} No I must say we have now our Intergovern- 
mental Conference in 1996, we are preparing that, there 
is a group of reflection under the presidency of Mr 
ee 
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[Santer] I do not know, but my experience tcils me, | 
had the chance to chair the three intergovernmental con- 
ference in the past, in 85 and in 91 [passage as heard], 
leading to the intergovernmental conference under my 
presidency, under the Luxembourg presidency, and | 
must say before the intergovernmental conference all 
the governments have very strict positions. That's nor- 
the momentum of negotiation you have to try to find 
compromises and to realize it. 

[Dimbleby] So you hope... you're saying that you 
believe that in practice the British government won't 
be as tough as it sounds at the moment? 

[Santer] We have to negotiate together. We are 15 
members who have the same targets, the same objectives 
and then it must be possible between 15 member states 
to come together. 

[Dimbleby] OK, now you've heard the defense secre- 
tary, or you've certainly read what the defense secretary 
said. Warmly endorsed by the prime minister after the 
speech saying, I'll just remind you a bit of it: ‘It would 
be absurd as some of our partners are urging to try 
and merge our defense cooperating into the European 
community. The European commission might want to 
harmonize uniforms and cap badges. They want to send 
half of them home on paternity leave, we will not al- 
low Brussels to control our defense policy. When — 
this is the crucial thing — John Major is prime minis- 
ter, Maicolm Rifkind is in the foreign office and | am 
secretary of state for defense, the foreign and defense 
policy of this country will not be dictated to us major- 
ity vote of the Council of Ministers’. What was your 
response when you heard him? 


[Santer] | make my response in Brussels last week... 
[Dimbleby] Can you remind me what were the precise 
words? 


[Santer] | cannot repeat it. 


[Dimbleby] Now I'm sure that you are capable of using 
words that are repeatable in public, even in Britain. 
What did you feel and how much damage do you think 
it did? 


{Santer} | must say that my Tory fricnds in the European 
parliament and elsewhere were not very happy about 
this. And they also have to give an answer to that. 


[Dimbleby] Were your officers quoted as saying that 
the speech was grotesque and deplorable. You said you 
gave your reaction, was thal your reaction? 


[Santer] Of course it was my reaction, because it was 
also not understandable. I must say because at this 
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[Santer] It would be damage and it was not understand- 
able for all our partners inside the alliance and outside 


[Dimbleby] You see it isn’t just the language that ex- 
cited you of the defense secretary, the foreign vecretary 
Malcolm Rifkind, has a clear difference of view, you 
talk about ever closer union, going to the same goals, 
sometimes you say we can got there at a different pace 
80 long as we have the same objective. He says there's 
no logic in that proposition. He says and | quote him 
that the nation states of Europe there's no logic in the 
proposition that they have to go down the path of ever 
closer union. That is a fundamental ideological division 
between you. 


[Santer] But we make it until now a closer union. And 
these terms they are integrated in the Maastricht treaty. 
And they were signed and ratified also by the British 
government and the British parliament. 


[Santer] We have many fields... 
[Dimbleby] on those three. 


[Dimbleby] I understand that and I know that you have 
to negotiate but as a matter of principle can you have 
the Europe in which you believe of ever closer union if 
countries like Britain, if Britain stays out of the single 
currency, stays out of the Social Chapter and never 
allows the veto to be lifted? 


[Santer] What I want | must say this very frankly, that 
the United Kingdom, that Britain is at the heart of Eu- 
rope. it has to give us something from its own identity. 
We have to take account of the national identities, the 
Cultural identities and so on, and Britain has to play and 
great role in this event and therefore | think Britain has 
to give an input, a strong input in the Burnpean Union. 
And I hope that in the intergovernmental -onference we 
would overcome all the difficulties and we can reach 
some compromises. [passage omitted] 
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not offer anything that would have cut spending: the 
decisive structural reforms, fighting the misuse of social 
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[OeVP)] Executive Committee — who told me and our 
team in the negotiations: You are entirely right on 
substance, but still try again to reach a solution. And this 
is what I did. I did not only try to win the support of the 
federal president to help find a solution. It did not work. 
At a second level | also involved the social partners, and 
Vranitzky agreed. That produced a small flame of hope. 
Nobody can say that | was working straight toward new 


[Schuessel] The idea was never government 
should back and leave the work to the social 
partners. should make suggestions. Yet | told 
them even when they presented their proposal that 

sufficient. And 


1 
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[Sperl] There is still something cise: Under the Con- 
stituuon, 22 October is the deadline for delivering the 


. 


in the 

very same way — with a disaster. The SPO lacks the 
courage to carry out profound reforms. 

the 


[Sperl] My question was whai will come after 
qwections? 
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the condiuons for a sound budge’ agun So the deason 

that we need is one of directic ss 

(Speri) The direction of what rejattnc” 


[Schuessel) Certainly the Second — tual more modern, 
efficient, hard-working, fiexibie, and leaner. Those who 
vote for us will not opt for a & — ices experiment. Even 
arusts would noi have to fear that anyone would put ar. 
end to their freedom, that anyone would be persec’acd 
— which is whal some quite nightly expect from Jocrg 
Haider, even though, | hope, they are wrong. 


[Speri] In your capacity as foreign minister, how «:: you 
assess the reactions from other countries if Joerg |)» ter 
were to be involved in whatever way ‘n the gower:am >" 
after the 17 December vow? 

[Schuesse!l] Other countnes are overestimating Hader » 
role in terms of domestic policy. | regard him as a most 
talented chameleon with large spots on bis reological 
map. Yet what upsets me is that with Haider. the 
republic is also getting spots. Yet the country is intact, 
it is economically very strong and averse to any kind of 
extremism. 


[Sperl] Sali, in 1994 the not un-<cxtreme Movement for 
Freedom [(F] almost won one-quarter of the vore. 


[Schuessel] He does not have that yet. | think that a 
few things have to be sad quite clearly. One example: 
In economic terms, the F has absolutely nothing to offer. 
Now Haider suddenly brings up of one of the most 
famous Mr. Cleans of the Second Republic (Hannes 
Androsch — the editors) and proposes him as super 
minister. That is not proof of excellent performance. 


Ditz: Elections Referendum on Financial Policy 
AU161016S395 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 16 Oct 95 p 12 

[Report signed “SN-m.f.": “Almost 6 Percent Net Deficit 
in Public Budget This Year") 


(FBIS Translated Text] Vienna — Instead of the pre- 
dicted 5.5 percent, the new detis of all public bud- 
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pets (federal government, provinces, communities) will 
reach almost 6 percent of GDP this year. The reason 
for this segative Geviation is the federal budget: As a 
result of the law on exceeding the budget by 23 billion 
schillings, which was adopted on Priday [13 October] 
before the Nationalrat dissolved itself, the oct deficit 
will increase from the planned 102 tiilon schi.ings to 
125 billion schillings. 

Economics Minister Johannes Ditz speaks of a “dra- 
matic” situabon, which makes a new Start necessary. 
because to parucipate in EU monetary union — starung 
in 1999 — the new public detts must be reduced to 3 
percent of GDP by 1997, which is the year that is rel- 
evant for the assessment (not the draft budget is valid 
‘eat the execution). 


This goal could not have been achieved with the budget 
concept of the Social Democratic Party of Austria 
for 1996, which the Austrian People’s Party [Oc VP] 
net deficit was 143 (intended 93) billion schillings, and 
this without taking the wage negotiations for the civil 
servanis into account. Only 20-25 billion schillings in 
deficit: reducuon was undisputed. 


OceVP: “Election Is 2 Referendum on Economic 
Policy” 

Therefore, Ditz sees the forthcoming Nationalrai clec- 
tions as a ‘referendum on Austria's economic and fi- 
nancial policy.” If the OeVP were to win and provide 
the finance minister, he wants to push through a budget 
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Portiic Outlines Rapid Reaction Force Proposal 


LDI610194095 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1813 GMT 16 Oct 95 


Services. 

Mr Portillo, opening a two-day Defence Estimates 
debate, said an implementation tcam would be set up 
under a Royal Marines brigadier to establish the new 
force by August | next year. Once established it will 
have its own chief of operations. 

Mr Portillo said the Government forsaw a greater de- 
mand im future for operations mounted quickly to 
demonstrate Britain's national purpose or the will of 
the imternational Community, to statulise a rapidly dete- 
riorating situation or to protect the interests of British 
people 


He said the JRDF would be a key part of this. 

h would bring together units from all three services 
imo “an effective formation of up to reanforced brigade 
strength. with supporting naval and air components”. 
Under its own chief of operatons, it would be based on 
a core formed of 5 Airoorne and 3 Commando Brigades. 
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Mr Porullo told the Commons: “Speed of deployment 
and mobility in theatre will be vital. 


“The JRDF will be able to draw on RAF transport 
“We shall cxasune possible enhancements to that ship- 
ping and also the charter, lease or purchase of suitabic 
civil shipping or cargo arcraft.” 

intervening. Keith Mans (C [Conservative] Wyre) said 
the new force was welcome, but he pressed Mr Porullo: 
“Could you elaborate a bit on where resources, both in 
terms of manpower and money, are coming from” 


“Is it just a case of cxisting forces in the three armed 
services having yet another role to perform?” 


bringing armed forces up to date to meet the new threats 
in the world “and making sure that we take exiccing 
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Mr Portillo said he had answered the question. 


The Defence Se-vetary earlier announced orders for 
American Tomahawk land attack missiles. 


The Government had disclosed in July that it had told 
the U.S. government it wished to procure Tomahawk, 
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On the basis of current commitments, he said, the 
average interval for 1995-96 would be 20 months — 
but the 24-month target remained. 


Tory former Defence Secretary Tom King (Bridgwater) 
later pressed him on the “challenge” the armed forces 
faced on recruiting. 

Mr Portillo replied there was a public percepticn that 
service reductions meant new recruits were not needed. 
That was not correct. 

“We do need recruits. We're not getting enough recruits 
at the moment. The armed forces continue to offer a 
wonderful opportunity for young men and women.” 


He went on to mock a motion on the defence estimates 
tabled by 37 Labour backbenchers, led by veteran left- 
winger Tony Benn, calling for UK defence spending to 
be cut to the average level of other Western European 
countries and for the scrapping of Trident. 

A motion at the Labour party conference in Brighton 
earlier this month calling for Trident to be scrapped 
was defeated, and another calling for spending cuts was 
never debated. The developments, breaking the trend 
of previous conferences, represented a victory for the 
Labour leadership. 

But Mr Portillo jibed: “As soon as they get back to 
Parliament, the wild men take over.” 


For Labour, shadow defence secretary Dr David Clark 
accused the Goverr.ment of being “all words and no 
action” in defence procurement. 

He said the Conservatives showed a preference for 
buying foreign equipment wherever possible. 
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“The UK defence industry is facing a period of unprece- 
dented change and this Government has done nothing 
at all to help them match that change.” 


Dr Clark said Labour would set up a defence diversi- 
fication agency to help firms switch to other forms of 
work. 


He called for a full defence review, saying Britain was 
the only country in the modern world not to have carried 
one out since the end of the Cold War. 

"We will establish such a review because it is necessary 
if we are to protect the long-term national security of 
Britain.” 

Dr Clark condemned the Governmeni’s “shameful si- 
lence” over French nuclear testing in the Pacific. 


"We are almost alone in the world in refusing to 
condemn them — a betrayal of our position in the 
international community.” 

Dr Clark went on to question the roie of one of Mr 
Portillo’s independent advisers, David Hart, in defence 
procurement. 


He claimed the armed forces were “seething” about 
Mr Hart’s influence and some people were “deeply 
concerned” about his access to confidential information 
from British defence companies. 


He said Mr Hart once had argued British defence firms 
should become "little more than metal-bashers" for U.S. 


companies. [passage omitted] 
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Kinkel Seeks To Strengthen Bonn-Paris Axis 


AU1310202195 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 13-14 Oct 95 p 3 


[Report signed "tl": “Kinkel Wants To Strengthen Bonn- 
Paris Axis"] 

(FBIS Translated Text] Bonn — FRG Foreign Minis- 
ier Klaus Kinkel (FDP — Free Democratic Party of 
Germany) is continuing his efforts to calm irritations 
within the EU and German-French relations. After a 
much-noted interview in the French newspaper LE FI- 
GARO, Kinkel added some more yesterday in a policy 
statement before the German Society for Foreign Policy 
(DGAP). 

Germany’s anchorage in Europe is the historic key ques- 
tion of German foreign policy, Kinkel said. He men- 
tioned Russia's integration in the form of a partnership 
and the preservation of the historic bridge of friendship 
across the Atlantic only as the second and third point. 


Germany’s anchorage in Europe — “that means above 
all the closest possible partnership with France,” Kinkel 
stressed. Before that, he had calmed the French al- 
most with the same works in LE FIGARO. In German- 
French relations, there have been some misunderstand- 
ings lately because of the latest French nuclear tests 
— which Kinkel mentioned critically yesterday — the 
monetary crises, the expansion to the East of the EU 
and NATO, or also minor reasons. At the parliamen- 
tary level, a recently established circle of conservative 
German and French deputies is trying to eliminate these 
differences. 

Kinkel confirmed that there will be a German-French 
initiative before “Maastricht II." In early November, the 
FRG foreign minister wants to “intensively prepare” 
the government conference “and discuss all pending 
questions” with his French counterpart de Charette in 
Paris. Reportedly, they will especially deal with the 
Common Foreign and Security Policy, the combating 
¢* organized crime, and a reform of the EU institutions. 
Kinkel said literally: “The German-French motor does 
not splutter.” Differences in opinion on daily policies 
must be subordinated to the common interest, he said. 


Kinkel’s words on European Monetary Union yesterday 
before the DGAP were more inward-oriented. If there 
is a step that really puts the clocks in Europe forward, 
it is monetary union. There are compelling “economic” 
reasons for the joint money. Without it, Burope as a 
business location will rank second after the 
United States and Japan. However, the “political” need 
for the joint currency is even more decisive. Monetary 
union makes European integration irreversible and it 
provides Europe with the qualifications to hold its own 


GERMANY 11 


in the world of tomorrow. Kinkel: “This is the real 
historic importance of this step.” 

From the FDP politician's point of view, it is all the 
more important that this step is prepared in an absolutely 
watertight way. An unstable European currency would 
bet the end of the community idea, he explained before 
the DGAP. Therefore, there must and there will not be 
ifs and buts in the strict stability criteria of the treaty, 
he said. 


Waigel: EMU Without Paris ‘Inconceivable’ 
LD1610162195 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1455 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Munich (DDP/ADN) — Ger- 
man Finance Minister Theo Waigel (CSU) [Christian 
Social Union] has spoken out against the idea of creating 
a European Monetary Union [EMU}, with the Benelux 
countries, at first, but not with France. Monetary union 
without France “cannot be discussed even in theory,” 
Waigel told journalists in Munich today after a CSU ex- 
ecutive meeting. He said he regarded a monetary union 
without France as “inconceivable” and that it made no 
sense. 


Waige! demanded adherence to the convergence criteria 
for entering the thir! stage of monetary union, agreed 
in Maastricht. 1 ¢se must neither be tightened up nor 
relaxed, Waigel said. Safeguards still must be built in to 
prevent a country reverting to “the same old budgetary 
ways” after reaching that stage and the creation of 
monetary union. The temptation to do so, however, is 
slight since no provision for compensatory payments of 
the type existing in Germany is planned for EMU and 
the country in question would thus only be harming 
itself. [passage omitted} 


Kinkel Urges Worldwide Ban on Antipersonnel 
Mines 


LD1510110495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0931 GMT 15 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bonn (DDP/ADN) — Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has called for a 
worldwide ban on antipersonnel mines. Germany should 
“lead by good example and destroy all the Bundeswehr's 
antipersonnel mines,” Kinkel said in Bonn on 15 Oc- 
tober. He recalled a cabinet decision banning German 
exports of antipersonnel mines and that, furthermore, 
Germany is no longer producing antipersonnel mines. 


In view of the debate at the Vienna review conference 
on the UN arms accord and the land-mine protocol, the 
Free Democratic Party politician asked that “all states 
that are still hesitating to reconsider their position and io 
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join the German position.” The German foreign minister 
stressed that the land-mine conferenc.: in Vienna did not 
fail and that there still is a “chance for a crucial step 
forward.” [passage omitted) 


CDU’s Schaueble Interviewed on Monetary Union 


MS1610095195 London INDEPENDENT in English 
16 Oct 95 p i4 | 


{Report on interview with Wolfgang Schaeublie, Chris- 
tian Democratic Union, CDU, parliamentary group 
leader, by Steve Crawshaw; place and date not given: 
“CDU Leader Says Currency Union Will Go Ahead”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bonn — “Germany has taken 
many decisions since 1945 joining Nato, for exam- 
ple without taking notice of opinion polls. We can go 
against current majorities in opinion polls. And, after- 
wards, we go on to win the elections.” 


Thus, Wolfgang Schaeuble, the man nominated to suc- 
suspicion of a single European currency, which would 
get rid of the beloved German mark. 


Perhaps because he was talking to a British newspaper, 
Mr Schaeuble could afford to be blunter than he would 
dare to be on German television. 


Speaking ahead of the party conference of the governing 
Christian Democrats, which begins today, Mr Schaeuble 
refused to budge a centimetre towards the sceptics: 
"We have signed and ratified the Maastricht treaty 
(ie, including a timetable for monetary union). We're 
committed to it. And opinion polls change nothing in 
that.” 

In an interview with the Independent, Mr Schaeuble was 
determined to dispel any doubts about the feasibility 
of monetary union, a subject which will be on the 
agenda this week. Mr Schacuble still wants to convert 
the non-believers: “It's a question of political priorities. 
In Germany, too it hasn't been easy. In the British press, 
it was considered impossible that Germany would fulfill 
the criteria for monetary unior (because of the huge 
debt burden of German unification). But we managed. 
We think if others make efforts, they can do it". 


Popular German doubts, he argued, will be dispelled 
in the end: “We must make it clear that a European 
currency will play a stabilising role.” 


He is not bothered by the furore unleashed last month by 
the Finance Minister, Theo Waigel, who was dismissive 
about Italy's ability to meet the targets. The Italian 
government was furious and the lira went into free 
fall. But Mr Schaeuble, Germany's chief strategist on 
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Europe, insists that Mr Waigel was mereiy stating the 
obvious. 

Mr Waigel's comments to a closed parliameatary com- 
mittee were buried in an official parliamentary newslet- 
ter. He was sceptical about Italy fulfilling the Maastricht 
criteria on inflation, debt burden, interest rates and bud- 
get deficit, by 1999. 


The Italian government must have known that officials 
in Bonn have been making the same point for months. 
None the less, the drama exploded when a Reuters news 
agency dispatch highlighted Mr Waigel’s remarks. The 
lira collapsed and Italy was enraged. 


German officials suggest that Mr Waigel’s comments 
may have forced ihe Italians to concentrate harder on 
the need to meet the criteria. Mr Schaeuble insists that 
the gospel according to L30mi [lira] remains constant: 
“First we want currency union to begin, as agreed in the 
Maastricht treaty. Second we don't want the stability 
Criteria to be weakened.” 


Mr Schaeuble, who is coming to Britain to lecture in 
Oxford next month, will probably have meetings with 
John Major and the leader of the Opposition, Tony Blair, 
during his stay. 


He says he is not worried by the fear of Europe in 
some sections of the British Conservative Party, as 
was highlighted by recent remarks by the Secretary 
of State for Defence, Michael Portillo. He insists on 
Mr Major's Euro-friendliness, and says: “John Major 
has won through.” He is optimistic also about Labour's 
pro-European policies, although he fears Labour might 
reduce its Euroexcitement in power: “There may be a 
difference between what a Labour leader says as an 
opposition leader and what he says as a prime minister.” 


The 52-year-old Mr Schaeuble is leader of the parlia- 
mentary floor group of the Christian Democrats. How- 
ever, he wields more power than many ministers, prob- 
ably including the Foreign Minister, Klaus Kinkel. 


A few days after German unification, he narrowly 
survived af assassination attempt, which left him 
wheelchair-bound. 

There is a sotto voce debate within the Christian 
Democrats, about whether a wheelchair-bound Chan- 
cellor could do the job. More striking, however, is the 
extent to which his chair is now ignored in Germany. 


Mr Schaeuble is not a man to be patronised. He drily 
notes: ‘ The job of the federal chancellor is not designed 
for the reintegration of the handicapped. That must be 
acknowledged." He regards debate on the subject of 
physical difficulties as “legitimate”. As he himself points 
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for sure.” But he insists: "The question hasn't come up. 
And I'm glad that it hasn't.” 


Waigel on Spending Freeze Until End of Year 


AUI1710112795 Hamburg BILD in German 
16 Oct 95 p2 


[Interview with Finance Minister Theo Waigel by Einar 
Koch; place and date not given: “Coffers Empty: Mr. 
Waigel, Is Germany Bankrupt?") 

(FBIS Translated Text) [Koch] Mr. Waigel, is the 
country bankrupt? 


[Waigel] No, of course not. I want to make sure that we 
will not have more debts than planned by the end of the 
year — SO billion German marks [DM]. In view of the 
expected tax losses of DM10 billion this year just for 
the Federal Government, utmost thrift is the command 
of the hour. 


[Koch] Why did you freeze expenditures so suddenly? 
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[Waigel] I am giving my colleagues in the Cabinet a 
bitter pill already now so that the ministries are not hit 
by the so-called “December fever" — that is the waste 
of budget funds that have not yet been used up. The 
freezing of expenditures is an appeal to everyone in the 
government to use the tax money that has been entrusted 
to them with extreme care and thrift. 


{Koch} Where are you cutting back? 

(Waigel] The most important thing is: Expenditures 
that have been set down by law are not affected by 
the freeze, such as social benefits and the transfers to 
the new laender. Unavoidable investments that create 
jobs (road construction, infrastructure measures) are 
also included. The freeze is effective only for those 
expenditures that are not priority at the moment — for 
instance purchases that can be made also next year or 
the year after next. 


I am thinking, for example, of official cars, new 
furniture for the ministries, or a new roof if the old 


one is not really leaking. 
[Koch] Does the Bundeswehr also have to save even 
more money? 


(Waigel) If one or the other purchase by the Bundeswehr 
is not absolutely necessary this year, it must be post- 
poned. 


{Koch} Do all ministers now have to come to you as 
petitioners? 
(Waigel) I am striving for agreement with all ministries. 


Saving money works only together and not against each 
other. 








14 FRANCE 


Millon Views Relations With Arab States 


MM1610152695 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 14 Oct 95 p22 


ql —_— Mini Charles Millon by 
Qasiyy Salih al-Darwish in Paris; date not given) 
{FBIS Translated Text] [al-Darwish] Your visit to Saudi 
Arabia will be your first to an Arab state since you 
took charge of the Defense Ministry. How do you view 
Saudi-French relations? And what do you cxpect from 
this visit? 

[Millon] As far as I am concerned, it will be an 


opportunity to make contacts with senior Saudi leaders. 
It w..: also allow me to achieve a personal dimension for 


years 
officials future prospects in order to develop them in the 
domain with which I am concerned, namely the defense 
domain. | will also make every effort to enrich relations 
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Jacques Chirac since his took office. You can call it “the 
U.S. peace,” but all I am interested in is the result and 
bringing an end to the crisis. 


{al-Darwish}] Of the Western states France has from 
the outset been the most active on the Bosnian scene. 
President Jacques Chirac, since he took office, has put 
the Bosnian question at the top of his international 
interests. Do you not feel bitter when you see US. 
diplomacy succeeding where Europe has failed? 


{Millon} I note that the peace conference (on Bosnia) 
will be held in Paris. Everyone knows that the broad 
outlines of the peace plan stem mainly from the Contact 
Group's proposals — which, as far as I am concerned, 
is evidence of the important and recognized role played 
and being played by France in resolving the crisis. As | 
said earlier, France has made great contributions in this 
crisis, since more than 50 of its soldiers have been killed 
there. For me, the source of bitterness — I would not say 
regret —- would be for these sacrifices to prove futile. 
Peace can only be achieved by pooling the efforts of all 
the parties, the parties to the crisis. This is in addition 
to the efforts of the EU, the United States, Russia, the 
Arab states, and all the states contributing to the forces. 
Responsibility for success and failure will be collective, 
and we all should have the courage to acknowledge this. 
Finally, it is important to mention a basic fact that is 
often disregarded, namely that the Blue Helmet soldiers 
who have been on Yugoslav territory for more than three 
years have saved thousands of lives by providing for 
their needs and protecting them. You understand that 
this fact is a source of pride, not bitterness. 


[al-Darwish] Do you believe that replacing international 
UN forces with international forces under NATO lead- 
ership would provide more guarantees for the establish- 
ment and protection of peace? 


[Millon] The peace plan will be put under the super- 
vision of the Contact Group which springs from the 
United Nations, hence restoring — in a normal manner 
— to this organization the task of monitoring the imple- 
mentation of the peace plan. For practical and financial 
reasons, the United Nations wished the military aspect 
— only the military aspect — to be assigned to NATO. 
The UN high commissioner will ensure that the peace 
plan is implemented in the framework of the Security 
and expertise. It means that the practical implementa- 
tion of the peace plan necessitates that we take account 


of the participation of all states belonging to NATO. 


{al-Darwish) Does French participation under NATO 
leadership not represent a backtracking on the Gaullist 
policy? 
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[Millon] I will answer that question simply: General de 
Gaulle’s policy was often misunderstood or misinter- 


of developing the European identity in terms of secvrity 
and defense. So they will have primarily a European 
significance. 

Joint European forces should contribute to reinforcing 
the EU's operational capability. They should be used 


could be used in any other framework, including NATO, 
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terrorist actions France has witnessed recently prompt 
the provision of military aid to the Algerian regime 
to help it to settle its war with the fundamentalists, in 
addition to the economic aid being provided by France? 


heard such rhetoric since he become prime minister. Has 
the government's position changed in this connection? 
[Millon] Mr. Juppe did not conclusively support a 
political solution based on the Rome agreement. He 


attaches to the spirit of an initiative calling for dialogue 
in Algeria. And France is still for dialogue. 
{al-Darwish] French media services and many ob- 
servers interpret the upcoming meeting between Pres- 
ident Chirac and President Liamine Zeroual as support 
for candidate Zeroual and the Algerian regime in gen- 
eral. Do you agree with this interpretation? 

[Millon] Not at all. The Algerian president requested 
a meeting with President Chirac on the periphery of 
the UN meetings in New York. It is unnatural and 
unjustifiable for President Chirac to reject that request 
for a very simple reason: What is happening in Algeria 
concerns us, and we are interested in it. We belong 
to the Mediterranean and have a common history. And 
there are Algerians living on our territory. So the 
president of the French Republic wishes to listen to the 
Algerian president and to discuss with him the course 
of events. Dialogue in the domain of foreign policy 
is the first means of persuasion in order to be able to 
improve matters. France wishes Algeria to move toward 
democracy and peace. 

[al-Darwish} But the meeting before the Algerian elec- 


tions could be interpreted as support for the Algerian 
president, who is a candidate? 


[Millon] Not at all. There is a president of Algeria 
whose name is President Zeroual, and that has nothing 
to do with the election campaign. It is conducted in 
the framework of an international organization. The 
president of the republic will meet with 10, 12, 15 heads 
of state. 


{al-Darwish}] Why is there always the impression that 
French officials feel very embarrassed when we talk to 
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Armed 

actions, was received 
later), and it is currently being carefully studied by 
investigators. Allow me to add that nothing, in my view, 
justifies the blind murder of innocent people. In the face 
of these actions against our democracy, there is no laxity 


or bargaining. Because in my view, its survival depends 
on that. 


{al-Darwish) During his recent visit to Tunisia President 
Chirac stressed his respect for the Islamic religion at a 
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and could affect a public opinion hurt by a sumber 
of terrorist operations over recent months. Thus the 
duty of the government and every clected represeatauve 
of the French people, as well as members of the 
islamic Community, is to Continue the consultation and 
that pursuing the continued dialogue policy prevented 
the occurrence of amy crack in relations with this 
community during the Gulf war. 

{al-Darwish} Let us return to the Mediterrancan and 
Mediterranean security, which is linked to the Algerian 
issue. Does the French Government include Mediter- 
ranean security among its basic interests? 

[Millon] Of course. You know that a major conference 
will be held next month in Barcelona. It will be attended 


France play in the region and what can it offer for the 
post-var era, the era that follows the Arab-Israeli peace? 











We must move at top speed because if we want to 


historical presence, such as Lebanon where France no 


longer has any significant presence? Was that a mistake 
or lack of resources, or lack of courage? 


[Millon) Perhaps lack of courage and lack of imagina- 
tion and perhaps lack of recourse to history, but rest 
assured that France, President Jacques Chirac, the gov- 
ernment, and myself as defense minister will do every- 
thing we can to ensure France's continued presence and 
to ensure that France shoulders its historical responsi- 
bilities. 


{al-Darwish}] The impression is that the French role 
and influence were greater during the Cold War. Do 


Mediterranean basin and should draw up a development 
and cooperation program. 
{al-Darwish}] Two contradictory ideas coexist in Prance. 


One maintains that Prance’s Arab policy drawn up by 
General de Gaulle is still valid while the other maintains 
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which it has shared so much throughout history. 


As regards the basis of President Chirac’s Arab policy, 
it is, as it was under Gen. de Gaulle, as follows: 


1. Mutual respect for the culture and sovereignty of each 


2. Interest in establishing continuous consultation. 


3. Respect for governmental agrivements. 


I can sum up the aims as follows: Solidarity between 
friendly countries; respect for clifferences of opinion; 
and priority for dialogue. 

{al-Darwish] The agreement signed by the Total com- 
pany with Iran has given rise to inaay questions in the 
Arab world, especially the Guif zegion, about France's 
policy in the region and whether economic cooperation 
with Iran could, for instance, result in military coop- 
eration. How do you view France's role in relation to 
the question of maintaining security and peace in the 
region? 


[Millon] On the question of relations with Iran, France 
has, in complete agreement with the EU, engaged in a 
critical dialogue with that country since the Edinburgh 
summit. The aim of that dialogue is to persuade the 
lranians to put forward better terms for more effective 
cooperation with Europe, which is necessary for the re- 
sumption of economic development. To do that, it must 
provide answers to the serious questions raised about 
terrorism, Iran's support for the extremist movements 
under its influence, human rights, weapons of mass de- 
struction, and the question of the fatwa against Salman 
Rushdie. France should also take into consideration the 
fact that excluding Iran from the international arena 
would be another element of instability in the region. 
That is why dialogue with Iran is conceivable in con- 
sultation with the neighboring Arab states and taking 
into consideration the factors already mentioned. 


One of France's principles and main concerns is that it 
does not interfere in the policies of the Gulf states but 
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wants to be a reliable partner with whom they can have 
constructive dialogue. In that context, the dynamism 
of such organizations as the Gulf Cooperation Council 
is to us a main factor for stability. It is in that spirit 
that France will always provide its support. In addition 
to this policy of consultation, France, as you know, 


[Millon] France has no intention of unilaterally depart- 
ing from the international position. Iraq must implement 
UN Resolutions 687 and 986. Like the Arab states, 


: respect 
other states and condemnation of all individual and state 
terrorism. France does not wish to bar any state that 
respects international law. If Libya commits itself to 
that, there would be no problem with lifting the embargo 


In the face of U.S., British, and, you may add, Russian 
competition, France's cards are the same cards which 
won it numerous markets over the past 10 years, namely: 


1. A high-standard industry capable of producing ad- 
vanced equipment adapted to the special needs of each 
of the importing states. 

2. Suitable competitive prices considering the quality 
of the equipment sold and the importance of after-sales 
follow-up. 


{al-Darwish] The arms industry is going through an 
acute crisis worldwide because of the declining demands 
and shortage of resources and cash liquidity in the 
purchasing states. The crisis appears to be even worse 
for the French arms industry which suffered a significant 
drop in sales last year. What effect will this crisis have 
on the future of the French arms industry, bearing in 
mind that even the French Army has cut its purchases? 


[Millon] Taking into consideration your previous ques- 
tion, France cannot but welcome the receding demands 
for military equipment. We could see that as an indi- 
cation of greater world stability. We have, as acknow!l- 
edged, been partly responsible for that. The effects of 
the changes in the armament market, which provides a 
living for 20,000 people in our country, are definitely 
important and it is my duty as defense minister to take 
measures to compensate for that. Therefore, 


1. I have asked the ministry's various departments, 
including the general armament department, to prepare 
a number of studies on possible diversification of that 
sector's operations and on the required restructuring. 
My aim is more to “lead” the change than to just react. 
2. The industrialists must concenirate on finding the 
ideal link between the quality and prices of the equip- 
ment we offer for sale. 
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3. in the context of hypothetical new conflicts which, re- 
grettably, could always flare up, France musi preserve 
its arms production capacity adapted to the develop- 
meats of modern times. 

{al-Darwish] The resumption of Freach nuclear testing 
has caused a storm of international protests. Was there a 
miscalculation of the likely international reaction io that 
matter, and was there a real need for resuming tests? 
Are you fully confident that there are no environmental 
disadvantages? Will France go all the way in its tests? 


{Millon} The president of the Republic had the oppor- 
tunity to talk about the resumption of nuclear tests dur- 
ing the recent French presidential election campaign. He 
said th. he would determine his position on the basis 
of the views the experts would submit to him about the 
need for nuclear testing. Those experts decided, on the 
basis of various reports including reports by European, 
Australian, and New Zealand scientists, that there would 
be no environmental harm. The need for these tests im- 
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poses itself in the con’ext of a Freach defense policy 
based on deterrence. That is why the president made 
the decision he did as the state's highest authority who 
emphasized thai the decision was irrevocable. 


France, therefore, was disappointed by the magnitude of 
the protests of some states whose sharp reactions were 
more in response to internal political comerns than fears 
for the environment in the Pacific region. France takes 
no lessons from anyone regarding respect for the rights 
of nations and peoples. Purthermore, let me remind you 
that it was the party which had suggested completion of 
the comprehensive test ban treaty in 1996 and proposed 
a draft decision for the suspension of the production 
of inhumane weapons, especially antipersonnel mires. 
Finally, it is the one paying the highest price in Bosnia in 
order to put an end to the tragic ethnic conflict resulting 
im many victims, especially, recently, among the Muslim 
people. Few nations can claim to make all these efforts 
in the interest of peace and disarmament. 
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Dini Aide: “‘Paim Tree’ May Constitute ‘Center’ 


BRIGIOISO89S Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in halian 16 Oct 95 p 4 


(Unattributed report: “Birth of Center Palm Tree, After 
Oak Tree and Olive Tree?"] 


Poll: PDS, Forza Italia Dropping, AN Gains 


BR1210154295 Rome SECOLO D'ITALIA in Italian 
12 Oct 9S p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Directa Poll: AN at 18 Percent”) 
{FBIS Translated Text] The National Alliance (AN) is 


percent) is also on a Gownward trend, losing about four 
percentage points, almost all of them picked up by AN 
(18 percent), which is on the rise. Communist Renewal 


Alliance and the Olive Tree [center-left symbol) shows 
both coalitions are losing ground, the Olive Tree a little 


Poll Shows Effect of Bertusconi Legal Probiems 


BRI710111495 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in talian 
17 Oct 95 p 4 


(Unattributed report: “Poll: Silvio is Wrong”) 


{FBIS Transiated Text] Rome — Some 51.2 percent 
of Italians feel that right now Silvio Berlusconi should 
not be thinking in terms of a return to the Palazzo 
Chigi [office of the prime minister]. This is the result 
of a survey conducted by Datamedia, which asked 
1,001 Italians on behalf of RAI [Italian Broadcasting 
Corporation} radio news whether the Knight (Berlusconi 
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Fiection Date ‘Most Likely’ To B- 17 Mar the previous quarter: Some 43 percent of Spaniards (the 
BR1IO101GO695 Madrid ABC in Spanish 9 Oct 95 sams; percentage as in July) consider that the People’s 
p23 Party is not simply engaged in destructive opposition 

and that it docs preseat alternatives for government. 
[Report by Gonzalez Lopez Alba “Sunday 17 March Now, as in July, 33 percent (six months ago this figure 
Most Likely Date for General Elections”] was 26 percent) consider that the People’s Party docs 


in March, the 17th, is the most likely date for the is criticize and bas not come up with any alternatives. 


next general elections according to various government 

and socialist sources consulted by ABC. Prime Minister The general opinion this autumn coincides with the 
Felipe Gonzalez is now considering announcing March view at the beginning of the summer. There is the 
elections after having been on the point of dissolving same pessimism about the economic situation and the 
Congress in September, when he lost the support of same very critical attitude with regard to the political 
[Catalan Premier] Jordi Pujol. Sources close to Gonzalez _ situation. 

also say that he is still resolved not to run and that 

Javier Solana should take over from him as the socialist Aznar Back in Third Place 


from the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Farty to stand § Where the popularity of the leaders is concerned, Felipe 


again. [passage omitted] Gonzalez (who now shares first place with [TU leader] 
Julio Anguita on 4.4 percent) and (Catalan Premier] 

Poll Shows Gap Between PP, PSOE Narrowing Jordi Pujol have improved on their summer ratings. [PP 
leader) Jose Maria Aznar, with an average score of 4.0 

~ i? Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 8 Oct 95 is O4 - he had 


led by 0.1 percent in the July poll. 
(Unattributed report on Demoscopia opinion poll: 
Between , Javier Solana arrived in fourth place with 3.7 percent, 
Poa) nn People's Panty and PSOE Narrows 10 © 04 percent above (Public Works Minister) Jose Borrell 


(FPBIS Translated Text) Madrid — Direct voting inten- Majority Believes That Absence of Gonzalez Would 
tions, that is to say the intention of those who expressly Harm PSOE 


state which way they will vote, which in July saw a 

change as spectacular as it was predictable given the | PSOE voters (70 percent) and People’s Party voters (50 
political situation at the time, now looks very similar percent) both agreed that the absence of Gonzalez at 
to the situation after the last Buropean elections. Of the head of the socialist list would harm the PSOE’s 
Samp SRENSEE, SOS pets ats Gay waits ot chances ai the next general elections. 

imitely People’ 164 

toveneé Goo Spuntch Sea: Wetear’ Party O00R1 if Javier Solana were to oppose Aznar, 73 percent 
Left (TU). The gap separating the People’s Party and the if his opponent were Jose Borrell then this percentage 
PSOE is now 6.4 points. in July, and doubtless when  “*PPed slightly to 70 percent. 


to 
If general elections were 





ee me ney pg by ep th representative of the population of the Canary Islands, 
ae result of the 1994 European elections 
(10 polats) than thet of the last municipal elections ia poll is 95.5 percent reliable with a margin of 











set oul an optimistic prescription for how the sew 
challenge can be met. It is casy to agree with the 
minister's recommendation that Norway take an active 
part in shaping European cooperation — surely for EU 
opponents as well. However, it is difficull to understand 
how Norway will be able in practice to affect the 
development of the EU. The path to influence in the 
still goes via membership. 
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Elevea months after the referendum it has to be admutted 
that Norway is managing well cconomically without 
EU membership. But will we be doing as well without 
membership in cleven years’ ume? 


Sweden 


Scandal Jeopardizes Sahlin's Leadership Bid 
BRI6J01SS495 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 13 Oct 9S p12 


[Report by Mats Kautson: “Sahlin Abused Credit Card”) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Deputy Prime Minister Mona 
Sahlin broke the rules and acted improperly when she 


“These cards are meant for official use and not private 
use. It is self-evident and there can be no doubt about 
it,” he said. 

“Of course, it is mot appropriate to act like this since 
official credit cards should not be used in this way.” 


Inga-Britt Ahienius, director general of the National 
Accounting and Audit Bureau, did not want to commen. 
on Mona Sahlin’s actions but still said: 


“Regardiess of whai is and is not legal, it is a question 
of what is proper.” 


On Thursday [12 October] afternoon Mona Sablin 
defended herself at a mecting with the press in the 
Riksdag building. 














“Others will have to decide that I am not a perfect 


human being. | have paid bills too late and | have 
committed parking violations. Perhaps | am beticr a 
handling he country’s cconomy than my personal 
fimances © 

Os Thursday TIDNINGARNAS TELBGRAMBYRA 
reported that the Sahlin family also has a tendency to 
pay its parking fines late. The City of Stockholm has 
had to turs to the crows collection agency 19 times is 
the past year to collect its fines. In 1993 and 1994 a 
total of 12 parking uckets were submitted to the crown 
collection ageacy. The car in question is registered in 
the name of Mona Sahblin's husband. Bo Sahi:n. 

“I have bees late 
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collection agenc~ sent a letter «hich was oot picked up 
@ the post office and 2 bailiff was called in. However, 
Mona Sabha paid the till before he took acuon. 
Credit Card Locked Up 

Inger Segeistrom, chairman of the Social Democratic 
Women's Federation, thinks that Sablin’s actions arc 


not want to criticize Sahlin but believes that she used 
the official card under stress. 


“We still have full coufidence in her.” Inger Segeistrom 
told TIDNINGARNAS TELBGRAMBYRA. She Goes 
20 believe that the credit card affair will have an impact 
on Sablin’s chances of becoming acw party leader. 


Also Prime Minister Ingvar Carisson commented on his 
Geputy’s actons on Thursday and stated, among other 
things, that she has paid back all the moncy. 

“Mona Sahlin has also paid interest on these amounts. 
Purthermore she has asked to be taxed on the fringe 
benefit of having used her official credit card for private 
purposes.” Carisson said. 


Mona Sahlin herself declared that she sow has locked 
up ber official credit card in a safe in the Cabinet Office. 

















2 CYPRUS 


Kliridhis Urges UNSC Use of ‘Land for Power’ 


NC14!0171395 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
ion Radio Network in Greek 


0530 GMT 14 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] President Giavkos Kliridhis has 
stressed to the permanent UN Security Council [UNSC] 
members the need to act to end the deadlock on the 
Cyprus issue, which is based on the pretext that there is 
political instability in Turkey. At a meeting in New York 
last night with representatives of the Security Coun-il 
permanent members, President Kliridhis stressed the 
need for intervention by the Security Council since 
the UN secretary general showed a few days ago that 
he is unable to personally make progress in ending 
the stalemate. The president also pointed out that the 
Security Council must show unity in supporting the 
secretary general. 

According to reliable information obtained by CyBC 
{Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation], land in return for 
power is the new U.S. political philosophy in the Cyprus 
issue. While not completely adopting the position of 
Hugo Gobbi, -the former special representative of the 
UN secretary general in Cyprus, -favoring exchanging 
territory in return for peace, the Americans find it 
reasonable as a basis for a Cyprus solution. Our 
information is that Washington believes that the more 
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with a weaker and less substantive role in the central 
government, but a stronger and more substantive role in 


Views on the new approach were exchanged between 
U.S. Ambassador Richard Boucher and Hugo Gobbi. 


Denktas Urges UN Action on Arms Buildup 


TAI710114595 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1000 GMT 17 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] New York, Oct 17 (A.A.) 
— President Rauf Denktas of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] sent a letter to the UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali on Monday [16 
October] saying the Greek Cypriot side was staging an 
arms buildup to split the balance and start a dangerous 
clash in the island. 


Denktas called for Butrus-Ghali to take necessary mea- 
sures to prevent this dargerous process and warned that 
TRNC will have to take necessary measures in case 
Greek Cypriot arms buildup continues. 

Denktas’s letter said that Greek Cypriot side purchased 
new weapons every day after the implementation of 
Greek-Greek Cypriot defense doctrine adding that the 
preparations of Greek Cypriot side threatened peace and 
security in the island. 
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Arsenis Considers NATO Scenarios Issue Closed 
NC1610223295 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 2200 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] NATO Secretary General Willy 
Claes assured National Defense Minister Yerasimos Ar- 
senis that an investigation was conducted into all NATO 
Headquarters and all levels but no shred of evidence 
me the issue has closed. He added: Responsibility, not 
hastiness, is needed for issues regarding the country’s 
security. We must not play with national issues. These 
Arsenis also wondered about the sources of misin- 
formation. Who provided this unfounded information 
and why this is happening now when Greece is 
stronger internationally because of its stability, when 
the Greek-Skopjean [The Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia— FYROM] relations are improving, and 
when the construction of the Burgas-Alexandroupolis 
wor Page 8 7" 

Article Views Evert Accusations, U.S. Actions 


NC1610204395 Athens EPENDHITIS in Greek 
14,15 Oct 95 p7 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt) The “important information” 
Miltiadhis Evert [chairman of New Democracy Party] 
received (from the U.S. Embassy), with which he 
wanted to attribute a “leading” appearance to his action 
and at the same time “freeze” the intraparty game 
between the two biggest parties, in the end seems to 
be without an essential importance. [passage omitted] 
So, in the presence of Stavros Dhimas, during his 25- 
minute conversation, Evert conveyed to the Minister to 
the Prime Minister Andonios Livanis the information 
(which he had already conveyed to the president of the 
Republic Tuesday night [10 October) while refusing to 
brief Konstandinos Mitsotakis, who had asked to be in- 
formed) that Turkish Islamists (supporting Ciller’s mi- 
nority government) have already sent people to Thrace 
for provocative actions against the Muslim minority 
(which has already been roused by the Komotini Turk- 
ish Consulate and Muslim children abstaining from their 
schools in protest to non implementation of the Lau- 
sanne Treaty) aiming to create a “reply” against the Ec- 
umenical Patriarchate. 


The Islamists may not have as their first priority a 
Greek-Turkish clash to “occupy” Thrace, but wish to 
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[Passage omitted] The fact, however, that the informa- 
tion on the provocation leaked from the U.S. Embassy 
stresses the strong interest of the United States in con- 
trolling, according to its plans, Greek-Turkish develop- 
ments. It is not only Bill Clinton's letter to Prime Min- 
ister Andreas Papandreou and the latter's report that 
he does not accept the concept of a “package” for the 
Aegean, but other documents leaked by the Americans 
(for example the latest “top secret” one from the Spe- 
cial Office for Balkan affairs of the U.S. Pentagon to 
the Greek Embassy in the United States), according to 
which it is imperative that the issue of the Aegean and 
Cyprus are “packaged” so that a “relaxing” can come 
next in a region described as a “place with a high index 
of destabilization.” 


The United States, reacting to the existence of the 

unified defense doctrine, has already 
proposed (to both sides) a series of measures that 
(if realized) would put Greece in a disadvantageous 
position. According to these proposals: 


a. Unified Greece-Turkey air spaces must be created 
and the NATO headquarter of a multinational division 
would be established in Thessaloniki, with Ankara’s 
accord, in 1996. 


b. There must be cooperation between Greece-Turkey- 
United States at all military levels and an “open line” 
of staffs. 


c. UNFICYP [United Nation Forces in Cyprus] forces 
must be replaced by NATO forces and soldiers from 
Central and Eastern Europe. 


d. Our military forces in the Aegean islands would be re- 
duced with a parallel reduction of the 4th Turkish army 
force and at the same time we would commit ourselves 
to not extending our territorial waters (according to In- 
ternational Law) to 12 nautical miles. 


Of course, it cannot be excluded that Evert was influ- 
enced to extreme evaluations, since this brings him to a 
“starring role” and at the same time “freezes” intraparty 
developments in both the biggest parties (which at this 
period have problems and the fear of a national crisis 
would stop any political developments). 


Besides, the view of a leading PASOK [Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement) minister is not meaningless. He 
said: “The Americans have excellent relations with the 
government and if it was something important they 
would inform the prime minister directly and not use 
Evert" ...{ellipses as published) 
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Government Mistaken on 12-Mile Limit Issue 
95P20021 Athens TA NEA in Greek 29 Sep 95 p $1 


its inability to create the political preconditions that 
would facilitate an expansion (for instance, correlate it 
to the 
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Ankara Reminds Syria of ‘Obligation’ on Terrorism 
TAI610160195 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1520 GMT 16 Oct 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Ankara (AA) — Ankara has 


reminded Syria that the struggle against terror is an 
international obligation for all countries of the world. 


At a news conference organized for foreign correspon- 
dents today, when asked about how problems between 
Turkey and Syria are to be resolved, Nurettin Nurkan, 
Foreign Ministry deputy spokesman, said the following: 
We have always stated that we prefer to resolve prob- 
lems through a dialogue. 


He added: We hope that Syria will not allow terrorists to 
seek refuge in its territories and that it will fight against 
terrorism. This fight is an obligation for all countries. 
Last week, Ankara warned Syria about border incidents 
and terrorist infiltration and asked that Syria take the 
necessary measures as soon as possible to put an end to 
these incidents. 


The Syrian ambassador to Ankara was reminded that 
"10 incidents of serious dimensions” have occurred at 
the joint border since last February and that “each time 
the terrorists have escaped to Syria.” 


Ciller: Early Elections on Country's Agenda 
TA1710143395 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1300 GMT 17 Oct 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Tansu Ciller, True Path Party 
([DYP] leader and prime minister, has declared that 


December will be submitted to the TGNA. Siressing 
that there are important issues before the nation on 
the road to elections, Ciller remarked that enacting the 
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power, Ciller said, noting that if that case, 
it would have been possible to hold on to power by 
handing out 20-30 trillion Turkish lira to the workers 
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bribes to anyone. 

(Begin Ciller recording) As stated by our ancestors, 
different conditions lead to different pacts. Acting in 
this spirit, under the new conditions, and with a view 
to holding elections after finalizing the Customs Union 
and enacting the harmonization laws, we submitted to 
CHP leader Baykal a proposal to establish a coalition 
government with the aim of leading the country to carly 
elections, probably in December. [end recording) 
The DYP leader recounted that civil servants and 
pensioners will be able to take a deep breath as of 
January, thanks to our determined attitude not to give 
political bribes to anyone. Ciller also said that she 
had not asked for Istanbul Security Director Necdet 
Menzir’s resignation. 

{Begin Ciller recording) Menzir himself clearly ex- 
pressed this in his statement; however, he has again 
shown that he holds the country’s interests above his 
own. He is an honorable member of the security com- 
munity who has demonstrated this in yet another way 
before his nation. [end recording) 


Political Leaders Discuss DYP-CHP Coalition 


Ciller: Agree ‘in Principle’ 
TAI610153695 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1450 GMT 16 Oct 95 


{FBIS Translated Text) Ankara (AA) — Tansu Ciller, 
DYP [True Path Party] leader and prime minister, has 
said that “an agreement in principle has been reached 
with the CHP [Repuulican People’s Party] to form a 
DYP-CHP coalition and not to leave the country without 
a government.” 


The meeting held between Ciller and Baykal at the 
parliament lasted for an hour and 10 minutes. 


Ciller made a short statement to the media at Baykal’s 
Office before going to her meeting with President 
Suleyman Demirel. 

Noting that she and Baykal had assessed the issuc 
of overcoming the government problem through joint 
responsibility, Ciller added that the country is facing 
serious problems but also opportunities. Pointing out 
that the issue of elections will be inchy 1 on the 
country’s agenda as of December, Ciller said: We have 
reached an agreement in principle to form a DYP- 
CHP coalition and not to leave the country without a 
government. 

Ciller stated that work will begin tomorrow within the 
framework of the principles agreed upon. 
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Following her statement, Ciller left the assembly to 
go to the Cankaya Mansion. Baykal also held a news 


should not reach the stage it dragged to 
elections by the honorable president because it is faced 
a situation in which it form a government 


Baykal said that time is limited and that it is beneficial 
to try to form, until the very last moment, a DYP-ANAP 
[Motherland Party) coalition [as heard). He added that if 
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government, then the CHP will do all it can to seize 
In reply to a question, Baykal said that the distribution 
of the ministries was not discussed during his meeting 
In reply to a question on the resignation of Istanbul 
Security Director Necdet Menzir, Baykal said: I con- 
gratulate Mr. Menzir. He made the right decision. Even 
if late, such a decision is the right choice. 

Ecevit: Politically Reasonable 


TA1610140395 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1300 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Democratic Leftist Party [DSP] 
leader Bulent Ecevit has said that a speedy solution 
should be found to the government problem, adding that 
the most reasonable one from the political viewpoint 
is a coalition government between the True Path Party 
[DYP] and the Republican People’s Party [CHP]. 


Speaking at a news conference at the assembly today, 
Ecevit said that a limited amount of time is left until the 
elections and that, therefore, one cannot expect to form 
a strong and ambitious government. 

[Begin Ecevit recording] Whether we like it or not, 
that coalition governed the country for some four years 
following the 1991 elections. The natural thing is for the 
same coalition to continue to govern the country until 
the elections. These two parties may also have learned 
something from their mistakes during the last four years. 
It has become clear that both the CHP and the DYP 
have not closed the door on such an alternative. [end 


recording] 


Ecevit stated that the most reasonable coalition from the 
numerical viewpoint is a DY?-Motherland Party one, 
but that there are certain emotional obstacles to such a 
solution. 


Turkes Weicomes Initiatives 


TAI610155395 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1410 GMT 16 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Ankara (AA) — MHP [Nation- 
alist Action Party] leader Alpasian Turkes has said that 
his party welcomes the new initiatives between the DYP 
[True Path Party] and the CHP (Republican People’s 
Party) to form a new government. 


Speaking ai a news conference he held at the MHP 
headquarters’ annex building, Turkes expressed the wish 
for a broad-based government between the DYP and 
ANAP [Motherland Party], adding that his party had 
held contacts toward that end. He added, however, that 
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when these initiatives failed, the MHP made the decision 
to support the minority government “to prevent Turkey 
from remaining without a governmen..” 


Recalling that the minority government had failed to 
receive a vote of confidence yesterday, Turkes said that 
the parties should reach a reconciliation in a bid not to 
leave the country without a government, adding that the 
MHP, being a party that views the country’s interests 
above all else, is ready to contribute to a solution. 


tion parties are, more often than not, more success- 
ful than single-party governments, Turkes said that the 
sharp corners of parties are rounded within coalitions 
and conciliation and harmony are facilitated. 

Turkes recalled the saying “The enemy will not go to 
sleep even though the water may,” adding that there are 
those who are trying to destroy Turkey and that, given 
the situation, the country should not be left without a 
government for an extended period. 

In reply to a question on today’s contacts between the 
DYP and the CHP aimed at forming a new partnership, 
Turkes said that he welcomes this development. 


Assessing the DYP General Administrative Council 
decision to hold elections on 24 December, Turkes said: 
It suits us. I believe that it will be beneficial to hold 


in Turkish 1800 GMT 16 Oct 95 
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his doubts. Conveying to him my views regarding the 
future within the framework of the picture that emerged 
yesterday, I told him that I will speedily undertake the 
necessary initiatives in a bid to form a new government 
in the event that I am tasked with forming one. I further 
told him that we will make the necessary contributions 
in the event that this task is given to somebody other 
than us. [end recording] 


Yilmaz said that Demirel viewed statements regarding 
holding elections in December as an important devel- 
opment and stressed that all political parties agree that 
early clections are necessary. 


Yilmaz further stated: The president said that the 
government to be formed within this framework will 
anyhow be an election government and that in the event 
that this government fails to receive a vote of confidence 
at the parliament then he will use the authority granted 
to him by the Constitution as of 5 November and form 
an election government. Yilmaz said: The president told 
me that he will meet with other political leaders to listen 
to their views and most probably adopt a decision by 
18 October. 


In reply to reporters’ questions, Yilmaz said that the 
parliament displayed its lack of confidence in Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller yesterday. Yilmaz said: According 
to us, assigning somebody who failed to receive a vote 
of confideiwe at the parliament with the task of forming 
4 government is not in line with normal procedures. 


Pointing out that Ciller announced that an agreement 
in principle has been reached to form a new coalition 
government with the Republican People’s Party [CHP], 
Yilmaz said that he met with CHP leader Deniz Baykal 
before meeting with Demirel. Yilmaz explained that 
the president should raise the issue that a broad-based 
solution, which is certain to succeed from the beginning, 
will be more favorable. 


Another DYP Deputy Resigns; Number Drops to 
174 

TA1610161495 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1555 GMT 16 Oct 95 


{(FBIS Translated Text] Ankara, (AA) — Bedrettin 
Dalan, DYP [True Path Party] deputy from Istanbul, 
has resigned from his party. It is reported that Dalan’s 
note of resignation was submitted to the Assembly 
With Dalan’s resignation the number of DYP seats at 


the assembly has decreased to 174 and the number of 
independents has increased to 21. 
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Prior to the vote of confidence the DYP group took a 


decision binding ali deputies. The opposition of these 
DYP deputies was scen as a plot against Tansu Ciller. 


me; no one will expel me from political 


those who joined the party yesterday. Did we not have 
a party in 19467 Were we not a party in 19617 Were 
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otherwise? We took them from their homes and made 
them deputies. 


(Buyukyildirim) Cindoruk rejects a description of him- 
self as a rebel. 


[Cindoruk] I am not a rebel. Had I been a rebel the DYP 
would not have reached this point. 


(Bayukyildirim] With which party will you be partici- 
pating in the upcoming elections? 


[Cindoruk] I will be a DYP candidate. 


[Buyukyildirim] Is the 24 December election date de- 
termined by Ciller realistic? 


(Cindoruk] This date will not be accepted by the High 
Election Council. This is a fantasy. An election date can 
be fixed only for after March or April. 


[(Cindcruk) I do not play chess games when it involves 
people. I am more interested in ideas. | always express 
my opinions. My views prove to be correct, and since 
they prove to be correct I continue to defend them. 
Personally I have no doubts. | am not a chess pawn. 
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